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* — place excuſe never omitted 
whenever it can with any colour be ap- 
plied. Artfully to contrive à fraud, and 
yet pretend to have no intention to de- 
fraud, is abſurdity in the extreme. To 
mend the matter a little, the word uli 
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luckily to no W pu pole ſince the law, in 
caſes of forgery, has no idea of an inten- 
tion to defraud ullimateſy it is quite 
ſufficient, if ſuch an intention exiſt p. 
marily. But ſuppoſing this plea, if well 
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of any crime afforded leſs room for the 
triumph and obloquy of ſcoffers than the 
Suffermg for it. Let us obſerve the event 


in the preſent inſtance. The mere exe- 


; cution of Dr. Dodd, will, in a ſhort time, 
be ſpoken of but ſeldom, never be re- 
viled, becauſe it was juſt; and even his com- 
miſſion of the forgery will be mentioned 
with pity, becauſe be has ſuffered ſor it: 
whereas, had he been pardoned, the 
tongues of ſcoffers would have been let 
looſe indeed at the groſs partiality, which 
they might well have added to the hei- 
nouſneſs of the crime, and caſt both in 
the tecth f . m1 on every oppo - 
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_ runity. of, taunt. For NO the diſgrace 
brought upon the cloth be wiped away 
by countenancing the Doctor with mer- 
ey Surely, 7 e of this kind can 
only he obliterated. by a rigid adherence 
to the legal preſcriptions of juſtice. This 
done, the Clergy (ſuch as have not inter- 
fered in his behalf) are become poſſeſſed 
of a weapon to repel any attacks of ſcof- 
fers or others; ſince, though they could 
not prevent, they may urge a vindictive 


puniſhment for broken laws, even though 
the violator was a favourite brother. And 
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I rejoice, for the credit of the Bench of 
Biſhops, that they did not (as it was re- 
ported they intended) recommend the 
Doctor to the Royal mercy; as by this 
negative conduct they manifelied a pro- 

abhorrence of the atrocious act he 
It committed, rightly judging that the 
more elevated his ſtation of life was, 
and the greater light his ſhining abilities 
3 * to have afforded mankind, the 
greater was the reproach brought upon 
the ſacred character, the greater example 
of tranſgreſſion he had ſet the nation, 
and therefore the more juſtly he merited 
the ſentence / paſſed upon him, and was 
unentitled to any interpoſition of theirs | 
to * a mitigation of 5 
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ing. a petition EG 51 — 


jeſty, was ſuggeſted, we are told, | "= - 5 


by Mr. F—, who argued thus: T _ =» 
« the law reſpecting forgery was made ä 
« ſanguinary for the benefit of the com- 
mm * mercial world; that, if the City “,,. - 2 
London, which was moſt intereſted in 

fo, « that law, ſhould expreſs. their wiſhes 4 

« that it might 1 in ſo Jingular an inſtan ne ⁵ 

be diſpenſed with, his Majeſty could. 3 

_ - < have no pleaſure in putt ing an unhap=: = 
: * py man to death, and doubtleſs: would: — 
26 graciouſly liſten to the prayer af the . - 
+ | 46 petition; and that he had very good _- 1: Oo 
.  *5 reaſan to believe a requeſt of his ſort. _— 
«© would be men received. 0 1 
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2 this curious. reaſoning, Mr. F. ap- ER 

- pears to be of opinion, that law-maters  * 

may be /aw-breakers;_ or there is no =. 

1 ſtrength in his argument, even ſu pod 3 
E the law reſpecting forgery was made 


: 2 ſanguinary for the benefit” not of · the 
< commercial world, but of the Ci 


3 London ſolely. From the exceſs of mo- +, 
: here diſplayed, the public. may net 


| expect} to hear, that “ ine City of Lon- 
+ Ke. is: moſt CPC not only =. ä 
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« the EY TPO forgery,” but: like- 
wiſe in thoſe reſpecting any other crime 
or matter whatſoever. This, it muſt be 
confeſſed, would be ſomewhat alarming; 
becauſe, according to the gentleman's 
concluſion, the lives and properties of the 
 ſmall-remainder of the community would 
(perhaps too in cafes no way Angular) 
de in danger or ſecurity, juſt as the good 
or ill wies of the City of London might 
chance to preponderate; a tenure rather 
too precarious to meet with general ap- 
probation. For my own part, my aſſu- 
rance in the ſtability of the laws of the 
land will not haſtily be abaſhed; and I 
ſtill hope to have reaſon to depend upon 
them on all occaſions, how often ſoever 
the City of London may think proper to 
expreſs its wiſhes to have them e pad 


or . | 


But Gs as ab FM of r be 
95 nqereſted-i in the laws reſpecting forgery, 
1 do not clearly perceive the propriety of - 
their interference in the caſe now under 
cConſideration. I do not plainly fee in 
what 'reſpe# the City was moſt intereſted 
in Pk. Dodd's fraud on Mefirs. Fletcher 
Peach; nor can 1 . thinking, | 
that 
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that forgery i is, 0K we _ part, C Te 
mitted on perſons, in whoſe 10.5 — 1 

City of London (eſpecially in its cot. 
5 rate capacity) has no more concern than 
The Lf other city in the * n 
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Mr. F. ntobeedes to ynforntis us, 34 


Ne < the City of London fhould have 


cc expreſſed its wiſhes that the law re- 


„ ſpecting forgery might in ſo ſingular 
0 an N ht be diſpenſed with, his Ma- 
jeſty could have no pleafure in putting 


an unhappy man to death, and doubt- 


. Jeſs would graciouſly liſten to the prayer | 


of the petition.” 


His Majeſty muſt needs be Pay great 


obligation to the gentleman, and rea 


»|F- to return him many thanks, for fo pub- 


le a declaration that he could have no 
« pleaſure in putting an unhappy man to 


death. And, indeed, now My. F. has 
mentioned i it, it is to be hoped he will not 


be fingular” in his opinion reſpecting 


petition, doubts muſt have ariſen in the 
minds of many who might poſſibly ven- 
ture to think it proper for his Majelty to 

9 ſome re; 


his Majeſty's humanity. But as to bie 
rav liſtening to the prayer of the 


to the confliturion of the 
C4 8 


1 WY: | 3 


State, a8 . as . ” 3 of the 3 


© Gity of London; by the former of Which 
"© be. wnluckily happens to be under ſome 
 » .  _ peceſlity of Iiſtening alſo to the hes of 
© that wncomplayſant. body the Privy-Coun- 
dil, whoſe voice, like the verdict of u- 
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„ but it was FP Es that HET Was 
= ©. good reaſon to believe a requeſt of this 
*z = — would be N e . 
"3 ß eee i be ICDs he 


This reminds me of the anſwer. hich 
j me tell the gentleman) Lord Md 
= maade to the queſtion of a friend of mine, 
= Whether or not be thought Dr. Dodd 
—_ would ſuffer ?—to which his Lordſhip 
Very fignificantly replied, The City fay - 
1 Ds 4 he will not. Is it not likely the . 
„„ Earl alluded to this rden Mr. F.? q 
=o gut here, however, if not before, it 
= is certain that Mr.-F.'s reaſon left him; 
= > and therefore it may ſeem high time. r 
e to leave Him, 7 © 
"But what ſhall. we. fay of the A 


| Body Corporate, who reſolutely full 
ne 
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88 bling — Ye, ingenious | pf: 
_ thy s rmitative. art, (for ſo, m 
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- ben ery ſhould now be termed}, congratul; = 
yourſelves upon fo important an acqui 33 Y 
= No drug from your thoughts the mi... 
7 „ ö ance of Perreau and Davies reduce 
8 7 i ee countenances to, a Rover > 
: I The chief (if not only) circum =—_ 


ID, . 


| 2 which Dr. Dodd could derive any "I 
| expectation of life, was the queſtionable 


"M nels of Robinſon's. evidence and the -  _ 
| „ 8 5 : | 5 
TYRE he, anne . 
i 8 le Court, ns our Lor dſhi | 1 5 | 

- MF «© men of the jury, will a2, to-conſt- 1 85 

. | ' der the circumſtances in which I hae „„ 
1 been entangled in this tranſa ion, "4 2 
KA cannot . of your juſt indu | 7. 


; ec to me ; circumſtances of a: 111 _— 
+2 .*. Za oppreſſion ! For though I acknow- _ 4 
L ledge, with gratitude, thecandour which Y 

- have erienced in this . „ 


1 


f 1 i | Mm ? k 


ons 


[4 
Py” 


* 
f I 2 
: - 
* : #- 
: 0 
: L * = ; 
-" 
F < 
» 4 2 ; 
* 2 | 
5 . ; N 
— : 
24 0 
% — 
* 1 
* 
x 
* 
4+ 
1 : ; 1 
* * : : 2 : ; 
* 5 : % £ 
E * 
* 2 5 1 ; N 
. : F 
= 5 L > 
> £49 20 -——- 
: g 15 F 2 
5 - 
% 
* 8. * 5 
* * 4s 
* 
* 
4 * 
* 
* 
* 
* 1 
4 
* 
p © N 
3 . 
* 
4 
%; 
N * 
0 l 5 3 


TS TS Bent 


5 nt *complain a df 77 94 N con- 
agg and the ſteps the. pre brought me 
4. Hürde. I have been purſued with 52 5 
* prefſive ſeverity.” Notwithſtanding the 
«moſt ſolemn aſſurances, the 1992 ex. 


* hd engagements, the moſt ſoothing 


now appears on the proſecution, 


„% ne. ſtand in this is fituation ; 0. what 
] Believe, is an inſtance unprecedented in 
„matters of this nature, and circumſtanced 
% 40 this 16, 4 priſoner, who was committed 
© "with me for the Jame imputed offence, 
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From a 3 partiality, every many 
Kels within him a propenſity to Exay- 
gerate his own grievances ; ; and hence it 

Was that the Doctor expreſſed himfelf in 
ſuch indignant terms with reſpect: to the 


the Doctor i in the light "he has repre- 


J diſingenuity and inſincerity; and: perhaps 


no arguments deducible tom the * 
- 254 £44 | | —* 


ty 


Si 1 deluſive promiſes, from Mr. M. 
Frey | 0 


by that there ſhould be none, yet I do 


cc has been Birol g. up. WITHOUT Ab- 
«TH ORITY, 450 admitted. 4 capital wit- | 


* Et 


broken promiſes of Mr. M. It is no 
Wonder that gentleman's conduct ſtruck 


ſented ;—it ſeems Nel chargeable with | 
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he owns; to his chente 180 1 
wholly. exculpate him. Some pesple 
have thought the Doctor wantin Wot 
himſelf,” in not making 4 return E 
bond, at the time of uns 
| previous condition of retribution ;\-but 
9 ow could that have been complied 
_: -_— as information had been before 
iven of the forgery ? Dr. Dodd, ther 
ie erred in exclaiming ſo acrimoni- 
| ouſly againſt Mr. M. for not |fifling the 
matter; but he might (as far as yet ap- 
2 rs) with reaſon have cenſured him for 
bis inſidious promiſe of ſuppreſſing it, 
which Mr. M. knew could not be kept, 

"I and of which, indeed, but for the 
| ftturbation the Doctor muſt neceſſarily 
. nase been in, he himſelf might have dif- 
| covered the fallacy. To do Mr. M. 
juſtice, however, there is room to think, 


= 


that he was defirous of obſerving this f 


A- promiſe as far as the caſe would permit. 

At the firſt examination into the affair at 

I | Guildhall, there was a back wardneſs to 

proſecute, in conſequence, it may be. 

ſuppoſed of the eh 3 

in queſtion: whence the C „ As he. 
1 had made the complete retribution” 
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FO fan 1 PO Af. 
ter ſome-demurring converſation, how- 
ever, in which Mr. M. endeavoured tio 
Gift the burthen of proſecuting from his 
dlients to Lord Cheſterfield's ſhoulders, 
we all know, Mr. Fletcher was called 
upon, by the Lord-Mayor, and neceſſi- 
4 tated to proceed againſt the Doctor, who 
* was accordingly forthwith committed. 
85 But, if Mr. M. was in reality 6.2000" 
to the. "ha how came it to pals, 
when the day of trial approached, that 
fo haſty a ſtep was taken to obtain Ro- 
binſon's evidence? There is, whatever 
© bei the.caule, ſome degree of myſtery in 
ttmat proceeding, which, it were to be \ 
wiſhed, Mr. M. would clear up. How- . : 
ever, the competency: of Rabinſon's evi 
22 dence, ſo obtained, was confirmed by thoſe 
ET Abo. no doubt, are 6% qualſſied fon fuch 
Fo 4 deciſion; and as there is nothing un- 
common in the admiſſion of one accom- YH 
ce (eſpecially if acceſſary merely) to a 
| be 5 againſt another. —and as, ex- 
5 15 3 of Robinſon's, there was, appa- 
> | *: eAently-a ſufficiency of evidency to effect 
the Doctor's conviction, there appears 
5 no reaſon either for arraigning the opi- 
„ nion of the Judges, or arreſting the ſen· 8 
5 + tence of the Law, on that account. 
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eye to this mal cen in the "— 
ion from 5.80 Addreſs to his. un- 


4: 


: i en ;” which denotes. a:dif- f $1 
„ poſition of mind very becoming his i- 
5 tuation at the time of its 
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| cely probable, that, 

+ > the prejudices of an intereſt ſo weigh 
+ and, fo. affecting, the .convi ond 

< think otherwiſe, than that be. has been 
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to the performance. of. wy which will 
alterwards give cauſe of: regrets. + 572 


EFrom the | uncommon: affiduity with 


which ſubſcriptions were ſolicited, 


ſhould ſeem that the Doctor's pb 


were in hopes of prevailing by numbers. 
— Numbers, indeed, might declare the 
Doctor's popularity, but could never work 
any change in the complexion of his 
caſe. Suppoſing the queſtion to be in 
the leaſt affected by number, it will na- 
turally be aſked; bat number? If no 
line can be drawn, if no preciſe number 
can be fixed upon, then why may not 


twenty-five ſuffice as well as twenty ive 


thouſand ? The futility of the idea is 


evident. As a matter that ought to follow, 


there could have been no expectation of 
mercy, had the- ſubſcribers W * 
times as numerous. 


But e in the fench of things | 
old the prayer of thoſe petitioners be 
-complied - with. Intereſt ſhould not be 
ſuffered to influence in caſes of life and 


death; circumſtances, fairly repreſented, 


ſhould alone be conſidered and have 


weight: hence, and hence only, can a 


true judgment be formed of the titneſs or 


8 | | unfitneſs 
4 * 
FL. 5 


_ favour; whereas mercy pro 
tereſt will generally be il] - beſtowed. 
it of the K ; 
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hould be preferred with 
whoſe ſincere” piety and virtue would in 
any other Rn entitle him te 
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2 Ne ſoourity. At 1 
| dd's fate h 3 
forgery upon . 
chief of the worſt ſpecies: for the _ 
-currency of Ba -notes, which are uni- 3 
verſally looked upon as caſh, and 1 
with much leſs. ſcruple, might have con- pb 
| C.cäaled the evil; till, ſecretly ſpreading far 
and wide, it had ecome the ruin f 1 
T Poke” „„! 
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%%% In aciebf-the petitions (hat have ap- — 
peared) in behalf of the Doctor, was 
1 there ta be faundl a ſingle plea grounded 
oon any circumſtance attending the for 
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5 ty itſelf but for every excitement of com- 
=_ 7 . 2 reference is made to the. tranſac | 
= _' - . ions of a former per t 


„ 
3 ſpeciouſly ſoeyer they might apply to the 
©. Juſtification of his gen character, or '- 
—_ - _ 2 favourably they might operate 
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FVV deliberate commiſſion of i! b 
„ times call ſo loud for juſlice, that the cry 
for merey cannot eaſily be heard. Thus, 
5 hen the petitions from the city and the 
. Society for the Relief of Debtors was reac 
before the Members of the Council, they 
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„„ .- "#0 Amt pathetic petition, written by a very maſ- : 
eee hand, had been, R to Lord Meg d, 
= - *  - - Jmploring a change of the ſentence of death paſſed 
| 'y the Dodtor into that of aniſhment ; But in 
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to the Graces: with 


5 ardour almoſt equal to that of his renown- 


' patron, the late Earl. 
ad a competenc of 
was inferior tc few in point of ingen 
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e their abilities flattered : Succeſs accom | 
panied his wiſhes ; his pulpit became MY 
«<*popular,” whence, though it cannot be 
preſumed. that he taught the truths of 
3 chriſtianity with the authority of inno- 
s cence, it is to be hoped he taught 
them with the zeal of conviction, as 
maſoſt certainly it was with the flowers and 
OY graces of rhetoric and eloquence, of which 
2 rapid" flow never failed to excite admi- 
ration, notwithſtanding ſome deficiences 
might be obſervable by deep-read minds. 
Bur profundity of reaſoning was no eſſen- 
tial ingredient in ſermons calculated for 
charitable inſtitutions, in which line of- 
pe enneg the Doctor was cnet engaged: 


Ws 3 Huang inratiated: himſelf with. the 
| fulhionable world, by which he was ca- 


reſſed to exceſs, he became intoxicated : 
with its pleaſures ; and theſe plunged him 

into unbounded extravagance, to. which . 
He was naturally too much addicted. A 9 


long round of diſſipation enſued, equally 
Prejudicial to his temporal affairs, and in- 
compatible with his nds character: all 
"checks 45+ embarraſſments from either, 
though frequent, were but temporary im- 
e in n NERO. ANON 
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e the diſgrace it brought u 5 
ſhould have thought, oh 
im to a true ſenſe of his infati 


prepoſterous 


with a degree of levity. ; | 
f much confidence in myſelf; and 
; . my integrity What others. 
= it -—- eſtabliſhed | 
; y | we | | . [ C * by religion, 1 : 
I « conſider the danger, of Vanity, not ſuſ- — = 
8 FE: pet the TRI of my own heart;” W 
= $:K ate is not to hes 0 1 
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| Deplorable anions indeed | and woe. 
fully bitter muſt it have proved to the 
miſcrable delinquent, whoſe* lamentation 
cannot be read without emotion: My 


<«. ſufferings,” ſaid he, have been not 
much leſs than my guilt: I have fallen 
bo om reputation which ought to have 

„made me cautious; and from a fortune 
cc, ©: which ought'to have given me content. 
I am ſunk at once into poverty and 
_ © ſoorn; my name and my crime fill the 
i ballads in the ſtreet; the ſport of the 

«. thoughtleſs; and the triumph of the 
| . wicked, — Alas the unfortunate Di- 
vine s. penitence was too late an event to 
be productive of good to himſelf in this 
- life; but let his ſurvivors, particularly his 
r. + intimates, contemplate,'as an an- 


tidote to vanity and dect ulneſs 5 beart, 
this er of wy fall.” 


hore has: vows no i abit i - 
figned for the Doctor's commiſſion of the 
forgery fot which he has ſuffered.” He 
"HA told us, he did it to procure a 
mporary ſupply of money to enable him 
—— the demands of his tradeſmen: 
ba for that purpoſe he ſtood in immediate 
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be could not ſurely be at 4 loſa to rai 
ſafety, having an income of Bool. 4 
year; and that a perſon with ſucbh a rev e 
could: for lab fam. 

” irreconcileable with the dictates of commoti 

ſenſe. It has been ſuggeſted that a large 

ſupply of (caſh was wanted to carry into 
execution ſome engagements he had en- 

| tered into in France, for a ſplendid ed- 
tion of Shakeſpeare. But the readineſs | 

with which an adequate ſum would have 

| been ſubſcribed for that purpoſe, upott ' 
the publication af proper propoſals, ab it 
would have rendered a recourſe to frau 
entirely unneceſſary, ſeems to 
probability of this being the true motive 
of it; eſpecially as there: appears: no rea- 
on for the not publicly — 
g it, if it was ſo. BFF 
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A ſtriking change appears in the 

; wr? s ſentiments between the time of his 
trial and that of his condemnation. At 
the former, he thus addreſſed the Court: 

Vour Lordſhips cannot think that 
ife is now the object of my care | 
. «© Loaded with imputed infamy; ſunk in 
* diſtreſs, overwhelmed with every' ſort of 
| SE that I. wiſh, 
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proteſt that 


SO 


«to lire. No: 1 ſolemnly 


& geath would be now the greateſt: bleſ- 


% fing: to me. But I have other ties; 


de which if I were permitted to deferibe 


„ —which I feel ſo tenderly. affixed to 


&-my:z heart which I know, from the 

© ſympathy of humanity, you will feel 
5 en me — I have a wife! For twenty 
ſeven . ſhe has lived with me, and 


0 bleſſed me the brighteſt pattern of un- 
<< paralleled attachment and fidelity! and 


« in this moſt trying ſituation der pecu- 


e liar tenderneſs: and anxiety of attach- 
c ment would draw tears of * 


ds even from the moſt: inhuman. of 
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it makes the knowing * reader ſmile, and 
recal to remembrance. ſome particulars 
not much to the advantage of the lady 


„ ee ut ill ee with 
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7» „Wbe wil W lc the Dodor of 


infidelicy, in more than one inſtance, to andr 

5 ſo hy hyperbolcll extolled. 

| Fhe Doster had the firſt fight of his wile at” 
He the playhouſes i in town, which he viſited 


5 They. excurſion from Cambridge while a ſtudent. 


N. 8 to ſit together, and contracted an 


1 


which in a few days was productive of 
e eas of 
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the language of the Doctor when about 


to receive ſentence: for then, inſtead of . 
accounting death the greateſt bleſſing, but 

3 the ſake of his wife, we ſaw her to- 
tally baniſhed from his idea, and himſelf 
imploring life, from far different motives, 
with the moſt earneſt ſupplications. a 

' _ dread of death could infpire.—Afﬀeer a 
lively repreſentation of his former W 

rity, and the miſery of His then' on, 
he e as follows; i 3ST "ont 


t. | ha 
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It may ſeem PAP ac: remem- 
5 bering what I have lately been, I ſhould 
te ſtill with to continue what I am. But 
4 contempt of death, how ſpecibuſiy ſo- 
t ever it might mingle with heathen vir- 
c  ** tyes, has nothing ſuitable to chriſtian 
* penitence. Many motives impel me 
F natural horror of a violent death, and 
C 3 univerſal dread df untimely diffolu- 
S tion. I am deſirous to recompence the 
1 4 Injury 7 Hove done to the cke 
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1 to 1 in bi Ales bue . 
; oo and engaging in bigh di of the lady ſoon 
! converted his prejudice into admiration, and * de- 
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«the world, and to religion; and to ef · 
*% face the ſcandal of my crime by the 

- pl of my repentance. But, above 

4% all, I wiſh to die with thoughts more 

* compoſed, and calmer preparation. The 
*-gloom and confuſion of a priſon 3 the 

«© anxiety of a trial; and the inevitable 

*« viciſſitudes of paſſion, leave not the 

mind in a due difpoſition to the holy 
«exerciſes of prayer and ſelf. examina- 

© tion. Let not a little life be denied 
© me, in which I may, by meditation 
ac and contrition, prepare myſelf to ſtand 
eat the tribunal of Omnipotence ; and 

1 ſupport the | preſence of that Judge, 

* who ſhall diſtribute to all according to 

5 their works; who will receive to par: 

a don the repenting finner ; and 

hom the merciful (hall obtain mercy. 

For theſe reaſons, amidſt ſhame 2 

05 wileryr 1 da with to live.“ > 
b 0 1. hoped that theſ were the 

_ Doctor's real ſentiments, as being infi- 

nitely more becoming him than the rhap- 

ſody above quoted; they do not, however, 
beſpeak the feelings of a man the precedl- 
ing 30 years of whole life had «© been 

in exciting. and exerciſing charity; ; in re- 
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RE... lieving ſuch diſtreſſes as he* t 
Y e and in adminiſtering thoſe conſolations 
Which he then wanted,” Such exerciſe 
| *' + of charity, ſuch relief of diſtreſſes, and 


are here re „ had the ſame been 
tee fruits, not of Vanity, but of genuine 
|  _. Chriſtianity, would, doubtleſs, have dimi- 
niſhed his dread of untimely diflolution,” 
and not have left his mind, even amidſt _ 


. 


| | ee the gloom and confuſion. of a priſon, 
and the other circumſtances lamented by 
the Doctor, in ſo unapt a © diſpoſition to 
7 os holy exerciſes of. prayer and ſelf- 
1 « examination. /—But enough of reflec- 
| | tions of this kind. May the All-merciful 
| God have © received to pardon the” (tho 
_ Ot ſincerely) *« repenting ſinner !'* 
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| ſuch an adminiſtration of conſolation, as 
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